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ROCHESTER YOUTH ASSISTANCE 
ANNUAL REPORT 2021-2022 

Giving strength to youth and families since 1959… 

Rochester Area Youth Assistance (RAYA) is a prevention-based, 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization whose mission is to strengthen youth and families in 
the Rochester area community and to reduce the incidence of delinquency, 
abuse and neglect through community involvement.  We pursue our mission 
with the steadfast support of our primary sponsors which include the 
Oakland County Circuit Court - Family Division, Rochester Community 
Schools, and the area municipalities of Rochester, Rochester Hills and 
Oakland Township. 
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The entrance to the 
RAYA offices as seen 
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fall day in November 
2022.
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RAYA CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD REPORT - Debbie Jones, Chairman of the Board 


As Chair of the Rochester Area Youth Assistance, I feel honored to be in this position for an organization that 
has served the families of the Rochester Area for over 60 years. We have passionate members of the board 
that are enthusiastic to meet the needs of our community through our Financial Assistance, Mentors Plus, 
Family Education, Camp Safari, and many other programs and services. We appreciate the input from the 
school and community partners that bring their expertise and serve as liaisons. We honor our mission 
statement to prevent juvenile delinquency, child neglect, and abuse in everything we do. My goal continues to 
be partnering with other community agencies that serve the same population. I want to thank Lindsay Wood 
who served as Vice Chair, Dave Murphy as Secretary, Maria Willett as Membership Chair, and Charlie Rewold 
as Treasurer. I appreciate all of the Board Members that give so freely of their time and are dedicated to 
strengthening families in the Rochester Area.  We look forward to another year of serving this community.


47th ANNUAL YOUTH RECOGNITION BANQUET - Jan Iserman, Youth Recognition Committee 
Chairperson 

RAYA was fortunate this year to be able to host the 47th Annual Youth Recognition Banquet in person.   The 
Rochester Hills Museum Van Hoosen Farm hosted this event along with the support and generosity of many 
local businesses.   The  Calf Barn made a great setting as we recognized 18 honorees for their dedication and 
charity to our community and beyond.


These kind and passionate honorees from ages 10 to 18, gave of their time and dedication to such 
organizations as Charlotte’s Wings, Roots Strong, Humane Society and the 4H Club to name a few.  Some of 
our younger honorees found ways to bring sunshine and smiles to our staff up too and including our bus 
drivers.  Others gave time to mentoring students as well as helping to create a welcoming inclusive place for 
our students with special needs at school.


RAYA’s Chairman of the Board’s daughter,  Carly Jones, was the proud recipient of the Coats Family Memorial 
Scholarship, donated by the Coats Family in honor of Judy Coats.


Our RAYA Community is blessed and appreciative for this opportunity to applaud and thank our student 
honorees.


Jan Iserman - RAYA Youth Recognition Banquet Committee Chair, Lindsay Wood and Heather Asti - Co-Chairs 
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The Calf Barn at Van 
Hoosen Farms, site of 
the 47th Annual 
Recognition Banquet.
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FAMILY EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT - Lindsay Wood, Committee Chairperson    

The Family Education Committee provides presentations and discussion for parents and youth, offering 
realistic and practical approaches to meet challenges to different life situations. 


In 2021 - 2022, RAYA offered the following programs: 


• “Girls Stand Strong: Real Life Situations,” facilitated by Samantha Walters, MSW. This four-week life skills 
group for middle school girls was offered twice to the community, in the fall of 2021 and again, due to interest, 
in the spring of 2022


• "Public and Permanent: Motivate Responsible Use of Technology & Prevent Digital Abuse" presented 
by Richard Guerry in partnership with Rochester Hills Public Library, offered virtually via Zoom 


• “Coping Effectively with Big Feelings: Strategies to Metabolize Unsettling Feelings” presented by Dr. 
James Jones in partnership with Rochester Hills Public Library


• “Secure Gun Storage and Safety” presented by Be SMART for Kids in partnership with Rochester Hills 
Public Library


The Family Education committee continues to listen to the concerns of the parents and students in our 
community and strives to create and offer programs to meet those needs.


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE - Maria Willett, Membership Committee Chairperson 

RAYA is always looking for people with a passion for our mission to join our board of directors! Our team 
works collaboratively with the Rochester Community School Districts, local businesses, and nonprofits to 
strengthen youth and families in the Greater Rochester Community. Through financial assistance, counseling, 
programming, and more we continue to make a difference in the lives of our youth. Responsibilities of board 
members include: 


 - Attend meetings are held the fourth Tuesday of each month (excluding June, July & December)


 - Participating in committee and fundraising efforts


New this year!  RAYA has invited selected high school students to participate in board meetings as youth 
liaisons. These young leaders provide a fresh perspective to the team and allow us to have a better 
understanding of what our students need most. 


Interested? Please contact Maria Willett at willettm@rochesterhills.org to discuss this leadership opportunity. 
Potential board members must fill out the application at https://www.raya-mi.org/  

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE - David Murphy, Financial Assistance Committee


One of RAYA’s primary goals for youth is prevention of delinquency. Statistics have shown that the benefits to 
children and teens who participate in extracurricular activities after school are numerous. The Financial 
Assistance Program was created to assist families with the cost of skill-building activities, such as sports, 
dance, tutoring, and for summer camps and after-school child care.  Requests for assistance are approved by 
the committee after parents have submitted appropriate financial information showing need and eligibility. 
Families qualify by meeting income guidelines provided by Oakland County or by participating in the free and 
reduced school lunch program offered through Rochester Community Schools. The committee reviews each 
request with the goal of opening doors and creating opportunities which otherwise might not be possible.
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The programs and activities traditionally supported by RAYA Financial Assistance includes youth basketball, 
soccer, football, cross country, gymnastics, hockey, skating, bowling, winter guard, adaptive bowling, track 
and dance. Summer day camp programs, tutoring, and the RCS Summer Learning Program have been 
supported as well. A majority of our funding was allocated for activities that are provided by our sponsors 
through Rochester Community Schools Enrichment / BASES classes and the City of Rochester Hill’s RARA 
sports, camps and enrichment programs. We are pleased to funnel our dollars back to our sponsors while 
serving our community’s children in important extracurricular activities. The Ashleigh Iserman Boating Safety 
Foundation Grant also helps to fund requests aimed at water safety, such as swim lessons and a boating 
safety class.


RAYA is proud to be able to assist these families with financial assistance for programs in the Rochester 
Community which will encourage our youth and support positive and productive experiences and life skills. 
We also thank the generous organizations who have contributed to the youth of Rochester.   As opportunities 
reappear as the pandemic continues to wane, we envision an increase in need and stand ready and prepared 
to support those needs across the community! 

CASEWORKER’S REPORT - Paul Tiseo, MS, LLP, Youth and Family Caseworker 

This year has been another enriching and encouraging experience for me serving as Youth and Family 
Caseworker for RAYA.  In fact, this calendar year I celebrated 15 years of employment with Oakland County, 
and 5 years with Rochester Area Youth Assistance.  This year presented more challenges as we navigated a 
new phase of the coronavirus pandemic, which allowed for a gradual return to in-person gatherings and 
events.  In the charts below you may see some statistics which outlined some statistics about families I have 
directly served in the past year, including the reasons that prompted a referral to Youth Assistance.  I feel 
proud to be a part of RAYA as we forge ahead with our mission to strengthen youth and families, no matter 
the circumstances and obstacles set before us.
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CAMP SAFARI REPORT - Makayla Kroening, RARA Recreation Supervisor 

Camp Safari 2022 overall was a success! Camp Safari ran for 8 weeks, June 20 to August 12. We were finally 
able to bring back bussing for the campers for the first time since Covid. We picked up campers at Northridge 
Apartments and Rochester Estates, which helped bring more campers to our camp. On average, we had 
around 16 campers per week compared to last year's 11 per week. The out of pocket cost was $30 per child 
per week and families were able to pick and choose which weeks they wanted their  children to 
attend, whether it was for 2 weeks or the full 8 weeks. We had a lot of new faces and tons of fun! Some of our 
most memorable activities included tie dying shirts, going to 711 on 7/11 to get slushies, daily swimming at 
Spencer Beach, lots of pizza parties, and our end of the year Camp Carnival Celebration! Exciting field trips 
the campers got to go on included Metro Beach, Blake's Orchard, Indian Springs Metropark, Lily Pad Springs 
Splash Pad Park, the Ann Arbor Hands On Museum, and more! We were able to hire 3 counselors, both male 
and female, to work exclusively with the Camp Safari campers as well. Camp Safari campers got to hang out 
with and interact with the rest of the RARA Day Camp campers again daily, another thing we were able to fully 
bring back for the first time since Covid. See attached pictures from some of our fun moments this past 
summer!
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FROM THE TREASURER’S DESK - Charles N. Rewold, CPA  

We appreciate the steadfast support of all of our sponsors as we continue the mission to provide 
multi-faceted assistance to at-risk youth in our community.  In addition to the financial support 
provided by Oakland County Family Court and the municipalities of Rochester, Rochester Hills and 
Oakland Township, Rochester Community Schools provides in-kind resources and services such as 
office space, computer services, custodial services and utilities at our office located in Rochester 
Adams High School.  We are dedicated to demonstrating fiscal responsibility while still striving for 
higher quality services and programs for the area community.   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2021-2022 Board of Directors 

Debbie Jones, Chairman of the Board	 Lindsay Wood, Vice-Chair 

Charlie Rewold, Treasurer	 David Murphy, Secretary 

Maria Willett, Membership Chair	 Jan Willhite-Iserman 

Michelle Bueltel Laura Bagley  

Brittany Iserman Officer Amy Drehmer 

Kimberly Russell Ryan Smith  

Theresa Mungioli Adam Kochenderfer 

Heather Asti Amanda Harrison 

Cheryl Greene Marilyn Trent  

Additional Staff:


Rose Cordero, Administrative Assistant		 	 Paul Tiseo, Caseworker 
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Rochester Area Youth Assistance 
3200 W Tienken Road 

Rochester Hills, MI 48306  
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